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REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF ANIMAL HEALTH 
July 1, 1974 - June 30, 1975 
To the Commissioner of Agriculture: 
In accordance with Section 38, Section 129, General Laws, 
Acts of 1932, I herewith submit the report of the Division of 
Animal Health for the fiscal year, July 1, 1974 to June 30, 
1975 inclusive. 
We are continuing the program of T.B. testing cattle once 
in three (3) years. The shortage of veterinary staff has hindered 
the smooth working of this program. Assistance from 03 (per diem) 
veterinarians was more readily obtainable this year. More than 
two and one half times as many ' were tested by this method than 
last year. The aid received in- testing by Federal veterinarians 
was increased nearly four fold from 996 in 1974' to 3,739 in 1975 
totalling nearly 1/3 more animals testett in -1974 than in 1973. 
One serious infection was discovered through slaughter 
inspection and trace ba.ck of back tag number. This soon resulted 
in the depopulation of a highly infected large herd. The source 
of this infection could not be definitely determined. However, 
it is believed to have originated from a 10c8.1 cow that missed 
eradication at an earlier date. This herd had not been tested 
for over four years. If it had been possible to have tested this 
herd at three years or on an every yea.r basis (since it was a herd 
where the replacements are purchased) the severity of infection 
would likely have been much less. 
No Encephalomyelitis was reported in horses this year. The 
volu."'ltary vaccina.'l;ion program promcted by the Division- "laS success-
ful. In fact it was so successful that the State Human Health 
Authority noted the lack of sick horses to signal possible trouble 
for humans. There were ten (lO) cases of Western type (no Eastern) 
Encephalitis in humans in the 1975 calendar year through June 30. 
No Hog Cholera was discovered in the state this year. Only 
one outbreak occurred in the country. 
The eradication of Brucellosis in hogs is being pursued with 
vigor. The present favorable prices for hogs makes it feasible 
at this time to make rapid strides toward complete eradication of 
this disease. 
Massachusetts continues to maintain its Certified Brucellosis 
Free status according to Federal regulations. The recent outbreak 
in Vermont and the enlargement of infected areas in other parts of 
the country make it importe.nt the.t our surveillance be increa.sed by 
testing imports within thirty (30) dayo of $.rrival. 
Activity on the enforcement of the law Prohibiting the 
Administration of Drugs to Horses Participat ing in Contests at 
Agricultural Fairs was not initiated this year because of lack of 
funds for testing. If sufficient interest can be generated, a 
-2.-
program will be developed within the activity to finance testing. 
Important steps taken in the control and eradication of 
Equine Infectious Anemia this year include the following: 
1. The passage of a law requiring imported equines to be 
accompanied by a negative "Coggins Test tl record for EIA. 
2. The development of Rules and Regulations to control and 
eradicate the disease in the state. 
3. The effectiveness of this enforcement is measured by the 
high degree of surveillance at entry points and the fact 
that twenty thousand two hundred and eighty-eight (20,288) 
were tested during the year. This represents about 75% 
of the horses. One hundred and forty-seven (147) horses 
were found positive to the test. All but three of these 
were successfully quarantined. Almost all owners of 
quarantined horses elected to put them down. This 
important ' and successful disease eradication effort was 
performed without the appropriation of new funds. The 
office and field work was carried on by the regular staff. 
The new programs to license Stables and Horseback Riding 
Ipstructors, initiated in February 1974 have now been in effect 
more than one full year. They have been effective in raising the 
standards of service offered to the public, together with providing 
better conditions for and treatment of horses. The need to change 
the Rules and Regulations for these two programs has become evident. 
Thi.s work will be undertaken in the winter months of next year. 
The supply f)t; large animA.l voterina't:"l8..n~ c ontin'l),0 ~ t (,i b~ short . 
Members of the Division staff have contributed to the effort to 
establish a Veterinary School in New England. 
During the fiscal year the usual number of miscellaneous 
diseases were reported. 
The Division still enjoys excellent co-operation and help from 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Division of the USDA located 
in \o]s.l "Gham. We continue to work closely with the College of Food 
and Natural Resources of the University of Massachusetts. 
Following is information and statistics in detail covering the 
various activities of the Division. 
Director 
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BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS 
There were one thousand and sixteen (1,016) tuberculin herd 
tests, forty-four thousand nine hundred and seventy-tour (44,974) 
animal tests applied to which ninety-seven (97) head were declared 
reactors, as compared with seven hundred and eighty-eight (788) 
tuberculin herd tests and thirty-three thousand six hundred and 
twenty-two (33,622) animal tests applied the previous fiscal year 
to which sixty-four (64) head of cattle reacted. 
Forty-nine (49) of the ninetr.-seven (97) head declared to be 
reactors were reported as having t no gross lesions lt of tuberculosis 
at time of slaughter. 
One hundred and seventy-six (176) herds containing three 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-three (3,773) head of cattle 
included in the census report of June 30, 1974 were disposed of 
by the owners prior to the census period ending June 30, 1975. 
Two hundred and five (205) herds containing one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-five (1,865) head of cattle to which testing has 
not previously been conducted are included in the census report of 
the period ending June 30, 1975. 
Tuberculin tests are conducted by State and Federal accredi ted 
veterinarians under a State and Federal Cooperative Plan for the 
establishment of tuberculosis-free herds and the eradicatj.on of' 
bovine tuberculosis. 
Ft)llowi~g i 8 ~ S uui"tr.e.r :,: ", f t he f; iJ..hA -t; u llu ti3~ "1:;.:; :1d l.lRci.e by 
veterinarians for the twelve-month period of this report: 
HERDS HEAD REACTORS 
Veterinarians paid by the State 
on a salary basis 553 27,239 97 
Veterina.rians paid by the Ste..te 
as Program Agents 318 13,996 
veterinarians paid by the Federal 
Government on a salary basis 145 3,739 
1,016 44,974 97 
During the fiscal year owners were reimbursed for ten (10) 
purebred cows and eighty-seven (87) g~ad~ cows ~moun tlng t o $19 ~ 763~44. 
----
4. 
" 
COUNTY CENS us 
AS OF 
J UNE 30, 197$ 
-
100 or ~1ore Head COUNTY HERDS HEAD HERDS HEAD 
-
-
Barnstable 6 103 
- -
Berks hir e 352 13,524 40 $,961 
Bris tol 272 9,983 18 3,330 
Dukes 18 198 
-
-
Essex 143 3,756 7 1,231 
F.rank1in 419 13,642 22 4,068 
Hampden ? ,15 5~hol 4 ,tJ59 : 
Hamps hire 377 11,618 26 4,042 
Middlesex 202 5,470 14 2,284 
Nantucket 1 36 
Norfolk 93 2,054 2 277 
Plymouth 159 6,580 15 4,090 
Suffolk 
- - - -
Worcester 671 23.339 ho 6.u79 
TOTAIB 2,948 9$,704 188 32,321 
-
-
ANNUAL INSPECTION OF NEAT CATTLE, HORSES, SWINE , SHEEP AND GO ATS 
In accordance with Section 10, Chapter 129 of the General Laws 
the annual inspection of neat cattle, horses, swine, sheep and 
goats and of the premises where kept was comp:eted •. 
Reports received from the cities and towns showed that inspec-
tion indicated the following information: 
COUNTY HERDS 
Barnstable 25 
Berkshire 435 
Bristol 440 
Dukes - 27 
Essex 192 
Franklin 521 
Hrunpden __ 334 
Hampshire 421 
Middlesex 258 
Norfolk 
- . Plymouth 
Suffolk 
Worcester 
TOTALS 
1 
131 
277 
1 
1,009 
4,072 
HORSES 
NEAT AND 
CATT LE PONIES 
158 995 
15,093 1,717 
11,409 2,201 
318 298 
4,461 3,306 
1 8 , 281 1 , 631 
6,776 - 1,511 
12,578 1,568 
5,175 4,730 
28 80 
2,229 1,995 
6,396 1,963 
2 68 
25,825 4,138 
108,729 26,201 
SWINE SWINE 
HERDS HEADS SHEEP GOATS 
20 66 213 107 
110 460 510 134 
85 8,375 318 416 
33 119 686 60 
58 3,247 434 142 
122 
70 
95 
118 
1,069 422 
895 683 
2,839 814 
7,4052,114 
30-
56 1,634 435 
99 3,209 585 
1 10 25 
244 13,860 1,881 
1 ,111 43,188 9,150 
161 
127 
122 
216 
6 
109 
206 
18 
507 
2,331 
5. 
Of the total number of cattle inspected, seventy-four thousand 
eight hundred fifty-seven (74,857) were grade dairy cows, heifers and 
calves; fourteen thousand seventy-three (14,073) were purebred dairy 
cows, heifers and calves. There were also three hundred thirty-two 
(332) purebred bulls listed. 
Also, there were ninsty-three (93) donkeys; eight (8) mules; 
seven (7) llamas; five (5) burros; two hundred thirty-six ( 236 ) 
oxen; nineteen (19) buffalo; fifty-four (54) deer; eight hundred-
fifty (850) mink; two hundred (200) veal calves; nine (9) longhorns 
- inspected this year. 
MONTH 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
Pebruary 
March 
. 
April 
May 
June 
·' 
PRIVATE CALFHOOD VACCINATIONS 
(OWNER'S EXPENSE ) 
HERDS 
1974 16 
12 
28 
21 
27 
19 
1975 29 
42 
52 
22 
20 
23 
TOTAL 311 
6. 
, HEAD 
84 
186 
167 
146 
193 
149 
159 
112 
320 
147 
110 
16~ 
1,936 
--
" 
BRUCELLOSIS 
The Brucellosis program has been carried on in 
accordance with Chapter 129, General Laws as 
amended by Chapter 527, Acts of 1956. 
During the fiscal year 1975 ~e imbursement to 
. \ 
owners was made for th1rtY-B~ven cattle reactors 
(all grades) amountin~ to n i ne hundred and twenty-
five dollars ($925.00). 
Following is a tabulation of the results of lab-
oratory examination of the blood samples from 
cattle under this program; also from goats and 
swine. 
7. 
BRUCELLOSIS 
7/1/74 6/30/75 
I 
Negative Reactors Suspicious Others~' Totals 
Cattle 6,250 9 12 32 6,303 
Goats 432 0 1 9 442 
Swine 4,907 200 0 3 5,110 
Horses 2 0 0 0 2 
Llama 1 0 0 0 1 
Dogs 1 
--.Jl ---2. _l. . 2 
TOTALS 11,593 209 13 45 11,860 
*Containers broken, insufficient 
amount of serum, hemolized. 
Validated Herds: SWINE 
Validated Brucellosis-Free Herds 
MILK RING TESTS 
Negative Suspicious 
3,429 12 
TOTAL 
3,441 
67 
1:450 
8. 
GOATS 
7/1/74 6/30/75 
This Division arranges for the tuberculin testing 
and blood testing of goats provided the owner signs an 
agreement to the effect that any goats declared as re-
actors to either test would be immediately disposed of 
for slaughter with no compensation s.llowed by the 
Commomveal the 
Under the new T. B. testing program, goats will be 
tested on the same basis as cattle, every three years. 
Under this agreement five hundred and fifty-nine 
(559) goats were tuberculin tested and two hundred and 
fifty-eight (258) blood tested. One (1) goat showed a 
suspicious reaction. 
-
9. 
RABIES 
Under the Massachusetts Department of Public Health reg-
ulations Chapter Ill, General Laws a s amended by Chapter 265, 
Acts of 1938, Sections 6 and 7 "Dog Bite" is declared a dis-
ease dangerous to public health. 
Chapter 129, Section 21 of the General Laws, was amended 
under Chapter 29, Acts of 1963 to read: "All dogs known to 
have bitten persons shall be quarantined for a period of ten 
(10) days for observation, at the end of which period, if no 
symptoms of rabies have developed, said animals may be released 
from quarantine on order of the Director." 
Investigation of reported injuries inflicted to persons 
by biting dogs and the quarantining of such dogs is one of the 
.duties of the Inspector of Animals. 
One thousand three hundred and sixty (1,360) persons 
were bitten by stray animals. The brains of seven hundred and 
twenty-three (723) animals were sent to Wassermann Laboratory 
for examination. Of that number five hundred and sixty-two 
(562) were reported to have bitten six hundred and seven· (607) 
persons~ 
The following tabulation is a record of bites inflicted 
by dogs and other animals. 
--
10. 
11. 
0' 
I 
RABIES 
Bite Cases 
Released Destroyed Heads to Heads to Heads to Quarantined No Examina- Laboratory Laboratory Laboratory 
I Animals tion NEGATIVE POSITIVE o UNSATIS-
FACTORY 
1974 
July 1,612 5 66 0 9 
August 1,268 11 84 1 20 
September 1,008 4 47 0 10 
October 910 2 53 0 5 
November 803 1 34 0 4 
December 723 3 42 0 4 
1975 
January 635 4 31 0 9 
February 624 1 29 0 2 
March 807 8 38 0 3 
April 986 2 53 1 1 
May 1,167 1 79 3 9 
June 1,527 4 80 1 4 
Totals 12 9 070 '+6 636 6 80 
10-
12. 
RABIES 
Bite Cases --- Fiscal Year 1975 
Released Destroyed Heads to Heads to Heads to 
Quarantined No Examina- Laboratory Laboratory Laboratory 
Animals tion NEGATIVE POSITIVE UNSATIS-
FACTORY 
Dogs 11,47'7 40 151 0 1 
Bats 0 0 63 5 27 
Burrow 1 0 0 0 0 
Cats 373 4 95 0 1 
Chinchilla 0 0 1 0 0 
Chipmunks 1 0 30 0 3 
Deer Mouse 0 0 0 0 1 
Donkey 1 0 0 0 0 
Field Mice 2 0 2 0 2 
Flying Squirrel 0 0 1 · 0 0 
Foxes 0 0 11 0 0 
Gerbils 41 1 13 0 5 
Goat 0 0 1 0 0 
'Guinea Pigs 10 0 3 0 1 
Hamsters 58 0 40 0 11 
Honey Bear 1 0 0 0 0 
Horses 6 0 1 0 0 
Kittens 1 0 6 0 0 
Lion 1 0 0 0 0 
Lizard 1 0 0 0 0 
Hice 12 0 17 0 6 
Moles 0 0 5 0 5 
Monkeys 12 0 1 0 0 
Mule 1 0 0 0 0 
Muskrat 0 0 1 0 0 
Opossum 0 0 0 0 1 
Pigs 2 0 0 0 0 
Rabbits 30 1 24 0 0 
Raccoons 10 0 65 0 5 
Rats 10 0 8 0 2 
Sheep 1 0 0 0 0 
Skunks 8 0 23 1 0 
Snake 1 0 0 0 0 
Squirrels 4 0 54 0 3 Voles 0 0 18 0 5 
Weasels 0 0 0 0 1 
White Rats 2 0 0 0 0 
Woodchucks 0 0 2 0 0 
'--
13. 
---
" 
CATTLE IMPORTS 
7/1/74 6/30/75 
California 1 Missouri 16 
Canada 385 New Hampshire 472 
Colorado 193 New Jersey 40 
Connecticut 1,228 New York 2,585 
Delaware 26 Ohio 1 
Georgia 11 Pennsylvania 21 
Illinois 1 Rhode Island 82 
'Indiana 6 Vermont 325 
Maine 887 Virginia 49 
M~ryland 8 W. Virginia 7 
Minnesota 377 Wisconsin 242 
TOTAL - 6,963 
Six hundred and fifty eight (658) permits were issued 
covering six thousand nine hundred and sixty-three (6,963) 
head of cattle. 
14. 
". 
EXPORTS --- JULY 1, 1974 THRU JUNE 30, 1975 
I 
Interstate certificates of health were issued on two 
thousand six hundred ninety-nine (2,699) head of cattle; thirty 
(30) goats; two (2) pi~eons; sixteen (16) rabbits; seventy-eight (78) sheep; and six (6) swine, exported to other states and 
countries, as follows: 
CATTLE 
DESTINATION HEAD DESTINATION HEAD 
Alaska 2 Kentucky 1 
Antigua 1 Maine 99 
Arkansas 205 Michigan 1 
California 3 New Hampshire 17 
Canada 58 New York 716 
Colorado " 8 Ohio 5 
Connecticut 407 Pennsylvannia 3~~ Florida 1 Rhode Island 
France 4 Tennessee 1 
Illinois 7 Vermont 529 
Indiana 2 Virginia 6 
Iowa 252 Wisconsin 2 
Total 2,699 
GOATS SHEEP 
Arkansas 6 Arkansas 7 
Honduras 17 Connecticut 22 
Maine 4 Maine 1 
New Hampshire 2 Maryland 1 
Vermont 1 New Hampshire 15 
New York 21 
Total 30 Rhode Island 8 
Vermont 
..2 
PIGEONS Total 78 
Hawaii 2 
RABBITS SWINE 
Honduras 16 Maine 6 
,#' 
15. 
" 
PERMITS TO FEED GARBAGE TO S~rrNE 
VESICULAR EXANTHEMA PROGRAM 
Chapter 655 - Acts of 1953 
Fiscal year 197~ 
During the fiscal year 1975, one hundred 
and fifty-three (153) Permits were issued 
for Feeding Garbage to Swine. 
LICENSE TO DEAL IN PORCINE ANIHALS 
In accordance with General Laws, Chapter 129, 
Secs. 39, 40 and 43, as amended by Chapter 312, 
Acts of 1971, fifteen (15) Swine Dealer Licenses 
and nineteen (19) plates were issued • 
• / ::1 (" 
LICENSING OF PEr SHOPS 
In accordance with Chapter 129, Section 39A 
of the General Laws, Chapter 993, Acts of 1971, 
two hundred and seventy-one (271) Licenses 
were issued for the Operation of Pet Shops. 
16. 
CERTIFICATES OF EQUINE EXAMINATION 
~uly 1, 1974 June 30, 1975 
During the fiscal year 1975, we issued two hundred and 
seventy (270) Certificates of Equine Examination for four 
hundred and twenty-eight (428) horses leaving the State of 
Massachusetts for Shows, Fairs, Races, and Sales. 
17. 
,We received five hundred and ninety-nine (599) Certificates 
of Equine Examination for one thousand three hundred and 
fifty-four (1,354) horses that came into the State for Exhibition, 
Racing , Breeding and for purchase by Massachusetts horse men. 
These horses came from thirty-nine (39) States, Canada and Ireland. 
EQUINE ENCEPHALOMYELITI? 
There were no cases reported ~ 
MISCELLANEOUS DISEASES 
FOWL CHOLERA 
LARYNGOTRACHEITIS 
PULLORUM 
- 1 flock was placed under quarantine. 
-2 flocks were placed under quarantine. 
'2 flocks were placed under quarantine. 
18. 
" 
EQUINE .I NFECTIOUS ANEMIA 
(Report of Coggins Test) 
July 1 , 1974 - June 30, 1975 
COUNTY TOTAL NEGATIVE POSITIVE 
Barnstable 873 870 3 
Berkshire 1,105 1,093 12 
Bristol 1,451 1 , 4~·4 7 
Dukes 221 221 0 
Essex 2,712 2,695 17 
Franklin 681 681 0 
Hampden 1,251 1,240 11 
Hampshire 966 957 9 
Middlesex 3,670 3,634 33 
Nantucket 79 79 0 
Norfolk 1,741 1,735 6 
Plymouth 1,888 1,873 15 
Suffolk 1,036 1,036 0 
Worcester 2,602 2,567 34 
*Race Horses 12 12 0 
TOTALS 20,288 20,137 147 
---
LICENSING OF RIDING SCHOOLS AND RIDING INSTRUCTORS 
Sections 2A and 2B of Chapter 128 of the Massachusetts 
General Laws, with Rules and Regulations promulgated for 
each section, require the licensing of Horseback Riding 
Instructors and Riding Schools/Stables. 
19. 
Betw~en July 1, 1974 and June 30, 1975, four hundred and 
twenty-five (425) Instructor License applications were received. 
Six hundred and eighteen (618) licenses were issued. Since a 
minimum of sixty (60) days is required for processing, the 
larger number of issuances than applications resulted from a 
number of the latter being filed prior to July 1, 1974. 
Since the licensing year for Riding Instructors runs from 
April 1 through Maroch 31 of a given year, four hundred and 
ninety (490) license renewals were also processed between 
July 1, 1974 and June 30, 1975. 
----
QUARANTINE STATION AT LITTLETON 
Total number of livestock received at the Farmers Live Animal 
Market Exchange in Littleton from July 1, 1974 to June 30, 1975 
was as follows: 
Cattle' 
Calves 
Swine 
Sheep 
TOTAL 
7,991 
11,587 
22,883 
611 
43,072 
The following Massachusetts animals went through the chute: 
Cattle Brucellosis Suspects 18 
Horses E I A Positive 5 
There were eighty-seven (87) animals tuberculin and blood tested 
for dairy purposes. 
In addition to FLM1E in Littleton, the following animals were 
received and sold at the Livestock Auction in Easton and the 
Northampton Cooperative Auction Association, Inc. in Whately, 
Massachusetts: 
Cattle 
CalvGs 
EASTON 
Sheep and Goats 
TOTAL 
8,115 
9,12Lt 
930 
18,169 
Cattle 
Calve s 
WHATELY 
Sheep and Goats 
Swine 
TOTAL 
LICENSED DEALERS IN BOVINE M~IMALS 
4,163 
10,502 
1,075 
2,978 
18,718 
20. 
During the fiscal year 1975, there were eighty-four (84) licenses 
issued to dealers in dairy and beef cattle, and one hundred and 
thirteen (113) plates were sent out for use on the trucks 
operated by these dealers. 
A total of six thousand, sixty-three (6,063) dairy cattle and 
three hundred and sixty-eight (368) beef cattle were reported 
by licensed dealers as purchased and sold. 
